Lesson 1 – Unit 1 GCSE English Language Revision
	Learning Objective: Can I read to retrieve key information, and explain this information in detail? (Key words: Summarise, Explain, Perceptive)
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Britain’s big problem with water
by Geofiey Lean

Think of countries which don't have
‘enough water and your mind might fy fo

than any of them

That seems pretly mprobable. After a
‘ours s a noloriously s09gy nation
‘where it often seems that,a
Shakespeare put 1, “the rain i raneth
‘every day" But fs frue. South East
England has less water per head than
the places above.

Party thats because we are two
nations when  comes to the weather. The North and West normall get plenty of ran — often more than
they want —but the South and East receive less than some parts of the Medtemanean. Added to which,
it the most heavily populated part of the country.

‘Trings are only going 1o get worse. Another one and a half million homes have been planned for the
‘overcrowded region over the next 15 years. And global warming i expected to sharpen the dampness
‘dvide over the next 70, increasing rainfall sharply in the wet partof the couniry and cutting it by as much
s halfin the South and East.

Recent reports have predicted permanent waler-rationing in the South East by 2025. And that famiies
may face extra charges for using it excessively.

Vet half of al the housing but in Biain since the Second World War has been plonked down on land
prone to flooding. Successive govemments have neglecied flood defences; when the big 2007 foods.
came, only about half were in good condion. As the South East gets drir, e damper partof the
county s ikely 1 suffer increasing floods. Already looding is twice as frequent s & was 100 years
290, and the Environment Agency expects 1 fo increase tenfold over coming decades

A govemment report estimated that the costof damage cou rse from an average of around £2 bilion a
year 1o more than £25 bilion by 2080. 1t has been suggested that new houses in the Thames Gateway
shoukd be bult with ther ving areas on the firstfoor. Also that hospals and other vtal buldngs should
e bult on high ground and raiways and other essental infrastructure protected rom flooding

There are a few encouraging signs. Waer companies are taking some measures i conserve supplies
‘and local councis are finally beginning to take flood risk serously in planning decisions. But we have.
hardly begun
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What do you learn from the article about the issues of rainfall and flooding in Britain?

They have made the following points in their response, but their supporting quotations are missing.
Select some appropriate quotations from the article to support the clear sentences they have
written. Add them into the spaces provided.

From the article | have learned a strange fact that some parts of the UK are actually drier than
parts of North Africa or the Middle East,

| also learn that the North and West of Great Britain are wetter than the South and East,

We discover that flooding is set to get worse especially in the wetter areas of the country,

The article also tells us that flooding is a big problem brought on by building homes in flood-
endangered areas,

Afurther issue is that some buildings may need to be adapted to cope with the problems of
flooding,
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The next step, once you have shown you can support your ideas with appropriate quotations, is to
add your own interpretations or suggestions to show that you have really understood what you
have read. A very good example would be:

Finally, the article tells us that there are hardly any effective plans in place to solve future problems
with water, ‘Water companies are taking some measures ..... local councils are finally beginning
But we have hardly begun.’ This suggests to me that the problem is difficult to solve and probably
expensive to solve and the water companies and councils are not willing or able to spend the

Non-confidential

money they need to. It implies they are not thinking far enough ahead and could end up doing too
little, too late.

To help you develop these skills for yourself, have a read of this source.
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